
Burbage Parish Council 
Notes of the Burbage Meeting held on  

Monday 19 July 2021 
at 7.45pm in the Church Centre 

 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Pearce (in the chair), Cllr Jones, Cllr Terry, Cllr Stuart Wheeler, Susan Masey, 
Jenny Prentice, Hamish Prentice, Suzy Deering, and Daniel Bowerman 

 
1 Report from Wiltshire Council 

Councillor Stuart Wheeler reported that the first full Council meeting since Covid restrictions 
began would be taking place on Tuesday 20th July. He outlined the verge cutting policy for 
this year – the intention is to not cut the verges in the county, in places where long 
undergrowth will not form a traffic hazard, until August/September, to allow the wild 
flowers to set seed. The cutting and gathering of the undergrowth will be done at that point, 
as part of a test to see if this encourages the wild flowers to grow and spread. He confirmed 
that the traffic plan at the garage end of the High Street would be implemented in 
September. He also confirmed that the Three Horseshoes planning application has been 
turned down again. All libraries and leisure centres in Wiltshire are being re-opened; and 
the recycling centres are being re-opened for use without the need to book a slot any 
longer. 
 

2 Report from the Village Hall 
 Susan Masey attended the meeting to present an update on the Village Hall. The Village Hall 

was able to play host to the GP led Vaccination Clinics, as part of the fight against the 
pandemic. Now that restrictions have been eased, the Trustees are delighted to be in a 
position where they can throw open the doors again for entertainment, events, and 
community spirit. The Hall re-opened on 19th July, and is taking bookings again. 

 The Trustees have spent the enforced closure carrying out maintenance work and making 
improvements in the building. The damaged flooring, caused by water ingress from the 
British Legion and the leaky roof, has been replaced with new carpet tiles. The Trustees used 
this as an opportunity to extend the dance area. The roof leak has been repaired, and the 
interior of the building has been refreshed. Because of a lack of funds, all this work was 
done by a few members of the Trustees, and Mrs Masey publicly thanked them for all their 
hard work. 

 The old cooker has been replaced with a new range type one, to improve the facilities in the 
kitchen. 

 Following an appeal in the Burbage News, the Village Hall received several photos of 
Burbage and the surrounding areas. Some of these have been selected and printed off. Mrs 
Masey thanked everyone who had submitted photos, particularly Nick Barlow for his 
spectacular photos; and Sony Hamid and Phil Leach, both ambassadors for Burbage Camera 
Club. 

 Mrs Masey concluded by outlining the programme of forthcoming events: 
 August 14th – Car boot sale 
 September 10th – Music night (all local musicians) 



 October 8th – Hungry Town - An American group currently on tour in the UK 
 October 23rd – Autumn Fayre 
 October 30th – The Wantage big band 
 November 20th – Quiz night 
 
3 Questions from members of the public 

Jenny Prentice, Hamish Prentice, Suzy Deering, and Daniel Bowerman all attended the 
meeting to report their concerns about the danger of the turning from Leigh Hill on to the 
by-pass, following a serious road accident the previous day. The turning into the private 
road is just beyond the double bridges, right on the brow of the hill, which gives very limited 
visibility of the 60mph main road. There is also a bus stop there, although some bus drivers 
refuse to stop at that point as they consider it to be too dangerous. 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler advised that the Parish Council cannot do anything except bring it before 
CATG, as it is a matter for Highways. Cllr Colling has already offered to do this at the next 
meeting. Cllr Stuart Wheeler advised that the likely outcome would be that there would be 
increased signage and additional road markings, rather than a change to the speed limit on a 
trunk road. He offered advice on the information that the residents of Leigh Hill should 
gather to put before CATG, in order to make their case for extra safety measure to be 
implemented. Cllr Pearce assured the residents that Burbage Parish Council would support 
their request for action to be taken. 
 
 
There being insufficient Parish Councillors present to continue to the full Parish Council 
meeting, Councillor Pearce closed the meeting at 8.15 pm. 

 
 
   

 


